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Whitefish Growth Has
Stopped

In its annual report earlier this year,
the Whitefish Planning and Building
Department wrote that, “Whitefish
continues to be one of the fastest growing
communities in the state of Montana.”
In a recent editorial, local politicians
advocating the “Whitefish Way” repeated
this mantra, writing, “Whitefish has
been the fastest growing community in
Montana.”
While this view of rapid growth was
true some time ago, it is not now.
According to the U.S. Census,
between 2000 and 2010, Whitefish grew
26.3 percent. Yet, across Montana, 130
communities during that time grew faster
than Whitefish. Whitefish’s growth rate
was actually sandwiched between Elmo’s
25.8 percent (Lake County) and Birney’s
26.8 percent (Rosebud County). Strange?
Whitefish is not even the fastestgrowing community in the Flathead
Valley. In fact, it is the slowest of its major
Flathead Valley neighbors.
During the same 10 years, Columbia
Falls grew 29 percent, Kalispell 40 percent,
Lakeside 59 percent and Somers 99 percent.
Bigfork grew a whopping 200 percent, but
this exponential growth was due in part to
annexation.
Why does it matter if some leaders and
the planning department think our town is
rapidly growing when it is not? It’s simple.
If City Hall wakes up each morning
thinking Whitefish is the fastest-growing
Montana city, its top priority will be to
manage or slow growth. For the past
decade or so, City Hall has implemented
this management philosophy, which has
caused Whitefish, previously one of the
fastest-growing Montana cities, to add
only five (that is not a typo) people between
2008 and 2010.
Whitefish consequently fell from
first to last in growth among major
Flathead Valley communities. Conversely,
if City Hall wakes up each morning
understanding (correctly) that Whitefish’s
growth has stopped – we are stagnant –
and that its regulations and fees are driving
away people and jobs, then it will be more
likely to adopt policies that make it easier
for businesses to prosper and families to
afford to live here.
A community’s growth affects the
amenities the community can offer, the
quality of its schools and its residents’
property values and ability to earn good
incomes. A community with stagnant
growth has much different problems
than a community with vibrant growth.
Whitefish was in the latter category but no
longer.
Before City Hall can plan for our
future, it must understand the present.
Wishing away reality is not a successful
management strategy.
Mike McNamara
Whitefish

Muhlfield Right Man for
Whitefish Mayor

Several months ago, after John
Muhlfeld announced his candidacy for
mayor of Whitefish, I was in the Seattle
airport with John and asked how I could
assist with his campaign. I volunteered to

serve as John’s treasurer and am now proud
to be a part of his bid to be mayor.
I did so because I believe John is
an excellent candidate for the position.
During his tenure on the city council I
have observed that John is a good student
of the issues that come before the council
and is always prepared. He is thoughtful
and weighs all sides of the issues equally.
John is also a small businessperson and
understands what it takes for businesses
to survive during challenging economic
times. In fact, his Whitefish-based
company River Design Group was recently
recognized nationally as one of Outside
magazine’s “best places to work” in the
U.S. John understands the balance of
economic development and creating good
jobs with protecting our quality of life and
what makes Whitefish a special place to
live and raise a family.
John has worked tirelessly for the
common good of Whitefish and I ask you
to join me in his support.
Paul Johannsen
Whitefish

Roadless Area Release
Wrong Approach

The proposed Wilderness and
Roadless Area Release Act, co-sponsored
by Rep. Denny Rehberg, takes the wrong
approach to managing these areas. It would
irresponsibly remove legal protection
for about 6 million acres of wild land in
Montana and forbid public land managers
from preserving the wild character of these
lands. It applies a top-down government
mandate that does not consider the views
of many Montana citizens who enjoy
camping, hiking, hunting, fishing, and
horseback riding in remote, quiet country
away from vehicles.
Most of these lands were set aside
in previous legislation to be evaluated
for potential wilderness designation.
Land with high-quality wilderness
characteristics should be formally
designated as Wilderness Areas rather
than immediately released for road
construction, logging, and development.
Other areas might be more suitably
managed for backcountry recreation
opportunities. I suggest that remaining
land might be released on an acre-for-acre
basis in exchange for previously logged or
developed land that is completely and fully
restored. This land could then be managed
according to established scientific
and economic principles, rather than
prescriptive legislation, for sustainable
timber or resource production while
maintaining wildlife and watershed values.
John Larson
Kalispell

Global Warming Alarmists
Can’t Claim Victory

In a recent letter (Aug. 24 Beacon:
“Distortions of Court Decision on Climate
Change Petition”), Jerry Elwood, an
ecologist, attempted to interpret law.
Here is what the Montana Supreme
Court reviewed and ruled:
1. The Petitioners claimed (as does
Elwood) that there is a scientific consensus
that human emissions of greenhouse gases
are causing “catastrophic anthropogenic
global warming” (CAGW), and that
there are no factual issues to be resolved.

(Don’t be confused by the consensus that
increasing carbon dioxide will cause
minor, negligible warming. That is entirely
different from causing CAGW.)
2.
The
Intervenors
presented
substantial evidence to the contrary and
showed the factual issues are not “resolved.”
Had the Intervenors not effectively done
so, the Supreme Court would have had
no factual issues to “resolve” and the
Petitioners would have won their case.
3. The Montana Supreme Court ruled:
“This Court is ill-equipped to resolve the
factual assertions presented by Petitioners.”
Thus, the Montana Supreme Court
ruled the science of CAGW is “not settled”
and instead told the Petitioners if they wish
to change this decision they must prove
their claims in a lower court. Until then,
in the state of Montana, there is legally no
scientific consensus on CAGW.
Elwood’s contention is not with
Quentin Rhoades, attorney for the
Intervenors, but with the Montana
Supreme Court. The Petitioners presented
the same argument for CAGW as Elwood
has, but the Montana Supreme Court did
not buy it.
It is time for global warming alarmists
to stop claiming their case for CAGW is
proven when they have now lost their case
in the Montana Supreme Court.
You may read the details of this
Montana Supreme Court case on
ClimatePhysics.org.
Edwin X. Berry
Bigfork

Vote Vail for City Council

We are writing this letter to show
our support for Whitefish City Council
candidate Mary Vail. We have known
Mary for several years, and through her
infectious love for Whitefish, her strong
sense of volunteerism, and her active
involvement in civic and community
issues, she has earned our trust. Anyone
who is active in Whitefish is no stranger
to Mary. She has been a tireless advocate
for Whitefish schools, an instrumental
force behind the opening of the Whitefish
library, and an active supporter of the
performing arts. She has served on
several civic and community boards and
committees, where she has participated
in many of the discussions that affect the
quality of life in Whitefish. In addition to
studying issues that affect our community,
Mary has educated herself on the proper
role of government, and she has been a
strong supporter of private property rights
and personal liberty.
With a pleasant demeanor and a
gracious spirit, Mary has the capacity to
be a healer and peacemaker on our divided
and often rancorous city council. Although
Mary understands and appreciates that
tourism is a huge part of Whitefish’s
economy, she is equally mindful that many
residents of Whitefish live here because it
is family friendly, not just tourist friendly.
As a small business owner who raised her
four children here, she brings objectivity
to balancing the needs of tourism and
non-tourism-based businesses alike. Mary
is a fiscal conservative who understands
that as a councilwoman she is responsible
for spending other people’s hard-earned
money, and she strongly supports the
idea that representation is a requirement

before taxation and regulation. We actively
support our friend Mary Vail’s bid to serve
on the Whitefish City Council, and we
encourage others in our community to do
the same.
Joe & Linda Coco
Whitefish

Call Off the Dogs

In August a group of Whitefish
community leaders from both sides of
the political aisle wrote a letter calling for
respectful discourse in the city council
election. Apparently councilor Phil
Mitchell just couldn’t do it. Instead he just
spent money to send out a mailer slamming
some of the candidates.
Ironically, he blasted Richard Hildner
for “overspending” even though Hildner
has never served on city council. Yet
Mitchell himself just voted against the low
bid for the Second Street road work, which
was $497,000 lower than the closest other
bid. He didn’t oppose the project, just the
low bid. Go figure.
I am so tired of the negative discourse.
You may disagree with them, but these
candidates are your neighbors and
mine. They don’t stand to gain anything
by running in this election, but are
volunteering to perform a community
service.
How about talking about solutions
for a change? Surely there is something
positive to say about the candidates you
support. How about focusing on that?
I’ve had enough of divisive politics
where personal agendas and ideologies
take precedence over what’s good for the
community. I don’t want to read about
what’s wrong with the “other side.” And
I certainly don’t want to read about a city
councilor bad mouthing Mayor Mike
Jenson in the newspaper (Sept. 7 Beacon:
“Grudges Reemerge as Whitefish Election
Nears”), which Mitchell also did recently.
Stop it. Call off the dogs, Phil.
Steve Thompson
Whitefish

Let Tribe Handle its Own
Affairs

I’d like to comment on what the
superindendent of Glacier National Park
had to say regarding oil drilling on the
Blackfeet Reservation (Aug. 17 Beacon:
“Fracking Ramps Up on Blackfeet
Reservation”). He said there would be risks
to the bull trout and grizzly habitat. Well
sorry but there are not bull trout in the east
side creeks and if a few oil rigs will keep
those cattle-killing grizzlies within the
border of Glacier Park, so much the better.
Remember when of one of your
predecessors (also during a liberal
Democratic adminstration) came down
on the side of not paving the North Fork
Road because it would harm the bull trout
and grizzly bear. Guess what? Those dust
clouds from the gravel road settle into
the river and are detrimental to the bull
trout, and grizzlies will cross a paved road
whether it contains foreign or domestically
produced oil.
The superindendent needs to let the
proper agencies, whether it is the state,
county or tribal governments, handle their
own affairs.
H.L. Lucke
Kalispell

